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Developments in Safeguarding:

Virtual Mini Managerôs Masterclass

March 2021

Å Please put your name and organisation in the chat, feel free to use this for 

questions

Å Please mute your mic and turn off your camera

Å Make a brew, sit back and soak up the learning!

Å We will start at 12pm and finish at 1pm
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North Yorkshire 
Masterclass

March 2021

Vicki Green
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Outline of session:

ÅLatest police trends are regarding online abuse

ÅInfo from the helplines

ÅResearch into what young people are telling us they need and what is 
happening to them

ÅMarie Collins Foundation Overview

ÅQuestion and Answers throughout please!
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Scale of Online Child Sexual Abuse Today

Indecent images:The National Crime 
Agency revealed it believed there are 

300,000 individuals in the UK posing a 
sexual threat to children either 
through physical òcontactó or online 

(2020)

Live streaming: 

UK is one of the top 3 consumers of 
child abuse live streaming from the 

Philippines

The Internet Watch Foundation blocked 
8.8 million attempts by UK internet 
users to access images and videos of 

children suffering sexual abuse during 
a 1 month period while the UK was 
locked down due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic 

The latest statistics show a particularly 
sharp increase in a number of specific 
CSA offences recorded in the last five 
years, including a staggering twelve-

fold (1,086%) increase in sexual 
grooming.ó - ONS, Crime in England 
and Wales: Appendix Tables,Year 

ending March 2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables/yearendingmarch2018/appendixtablesyearendingmarch2018.xls
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COVID Impact

ÅPreviously assessed that there were around 300,000offenders in the UK 
posing a sexual threat to children
ÅOur assessment in this yearõs NSA will revise this estimate upwards significantly.

ÅIn broad terms, we assess that the online threat has increasedas some 
offenders who started their offending during COVID will likely continue 
those behaviours

ÅRealistically possible that access to victims has increased for other 
offenders, including some familial offenders
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ÅThe victim base is likely to have expanded, with more children spending 
more time online, particularly with schools closed

ÅFrom Q1 2020 onwards, there was a notable increase in the user base for 
platforms that offer live streaming and enable stranger chat. 

ÅSignificant increases noted from common apps such as TikTok. 

ÅLikely linked to a rise in Self-Generated Indecent Imagery, with the IWF 
reporting a 77% increase in reports categorised as SGII.
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ÅBetween 6 April 2020 and 3 January 2021 there have been 24% more 
public reports made to Click CEOP, and 15.5% more from children 
compared with the previous year. 

ÅSince September there have been 46% more reports from professionals. 
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Susie Hargreaves ðCEO IWF ðJan 2021

ÅòWhat wasalready a recognised phenomenonhas now cemented into a 
grave and widespread threat to our children.

ÅòThis year, our analysts have warned there are whole online communities 
of sexual predators who devote themselves to finding and tracking down 
children on the internet, so as to bully and coerce them into abusing 
themselves sexually.

ÅòThese criminals can now groom a child who is in the apparent safety of 
their own bedroom, into making videos of the most serious kinds of 
abuse.ó
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Reflection
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Professional's Online Safety 
Helpline 

In itõs 10th year of operation, 
the helpline have handled  
over 10,000 contacts relating 
to online safety issues . 

Built invaluable relationships 
with industry 

partners and assisted in 
almost 7,000 online 
safeguarding issues 
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The Helpline

Who are we /What do we 

do 
As the UK safer internet 
centre, we  are part of a 
European network of 
helplines, allowing us to 
share and learn from 
other countries and 
cultures. 

We work with industry, meaning we 
can flag content for removal and use 
dedicated safeguarding channels to do 
so. 

Most importantly, we support 
ANYONE working with children 
& young people dealing with 
any safeguarding issue online. 
We offer support via phone or 
email 

Use our expertise to 
create amazing 
resources 
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ÅIn 2020 POSH handled 1321 contacts rom professionals, which 
was a 30% decrease  from 2019. 

ÅFor the first time ever ômedia literacy/educationõ was one of our 
largest categories of calls- this was due to schools and 
organisations getting to grips with remote learning. 

ÅSadly, where we would usually be hearing of safeguarding 
incidents, we were advising on GDPR and ôZoomõ, this is not 
because young people were not encountering harm online, but 
likely because they were not able to report it from home. 

A look at 2020
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Further reading 

ÅWe published an annual report in December 2020, you can find it here; 

https://swgfl.org.uk/research/uk-safer-internet-helpline-annual-report-2020/

ÅCarmel (lead practitioner) regularly writes blogs around issues coming in to the 

helpline, which can be found here; 

https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/author/carmel-glassbrook/

ÅLots of resources for schools and  other organisations here; 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/

https://swgfl.org.uk/research/uk-safer-internet-helpline-annual-report-2020/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/author/carmel-glassbrook/
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/
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Contact us 


